Severe and relapsing upper gastrointestinal bleeding in a patient with Glanzmann's thrombasthenia.
Glanzmann's thrombasthenia (GT) is a rare familial thrombocytic disease inherited as an autosomal recessive disorder that can induce hemorrhages due to a defect of platelet aggregation, resulting from the absence or reduced concentration of the membrane glycoproteic receptor binding the fibrinogen (integrin alpha(IIb)beta3). The gastrointestinal tract is the site of bleeding in only about 10% of cases but the related mortality is high (12.8%). Among the deaths due to hemorrhage, digestive bleeding causes 57.1%. According to reported data, the source of bleeding may be from preexisting gastroduodenal chronic and acute lesions. We report a case of severe and relapsing upper digestive bleeding in a woman with GT and coexisting thrombocytopenia (from HCV-related liver cirrhosis) and H. pylori-positive duodenal ulcer.